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BLAIRSTOWN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2021 

 

 

OPENING; ROLL CALL 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Moorhead at 6:30 pm. Those present were 

Committeeman Orcutt, Committeeman Sikkes, Committeewoman Van Valkenburg, Deputy 

Mayor Waldron and Mayor Moorhead. 

 

The FLAG SALUTE was conducted. 

 

SUNSHINE STATEMENT 

Mayor Moorhead read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been 

provided in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, P.L. 1975, Ch. 231 setting forth the 

time, date, place and purpose of this Public Meeting through a legal notice published in The Star 

Ledger and New Jersey Herald following the Township’s Annual Reorganization Meeting at 

which the 2021 meeting schedule was adopted.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Waldron and carried to go into Executive Session at 

6:30 pm. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-100 AUTHORIZING EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act; N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., declares it to be the public 

policy of the State to insure the right of citizens to have adequate advance notice of and the right 

to attend meetings of public bodies at which business affecting the public is discussed or acted 

upon; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act also recognized exceptions to the right of the public 

to attend portions of such meetings; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township Committee find it necessary to conduct an executive 

session closed to the public as permitted by the N.J.S.A. 40:4-12; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township Committee will reconvene in public session at the 

conclusion of the executive session; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Township Committee of the 

Township of Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that they will conduct an 

executive session to discuss the following topic (s) as permitted by N.J.S.A. 40:4-12:   

 

_____ A matter which Federal Law, State Statute or Rule of Court would impair a right to 

receive funds from federal government; 

 

_____ A matter where the release of information would impair a right to receive funds from the 

federal government; 
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____ A matter whose disclosure would constitute an unwarranted invasion of individual privacy; 

 

_____ A collective bargaining agreement, or the terms and conditions thereof.   

 

XXXX  A matter involving the purpose, lease or acquisition of real property with public funds, 

the setting of bank rates or investment of public funds where it could adversely affect the public 

interest if discussion of such matters were disclosed; 

 

____ Tactics and techniques utilized in protecting the safety and property of the public provided 

that their disclosure could impair such protection; 

 

_____ Investigations of violations or possible violations of the law; 

 

___ Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiation in which the public body is or may 

become a party; (The general nature of the litigation or contract negotiations the public 

disclosure of such information at this time would have a potentially negative impact on the 

municipality’s position in the litigation or negotiation; therefore, this information will be 

withheld until such time as the matter is concluded or the potential for negative impact no longer 

exists.) 

 

XXXX Matters falling within the attorney-client privilege, to the extent that confidentiality is 

required in order for the attorney to exercise his or her ethical duties as a lawyer;  (The general 

nature of the matter is : Agreement. The public disclosure of such information at this time would 

have a potentially negative impact on the municipality’s position with respect to the matter being 

discussed; therefore, this information will be withheld until such time as the matter is concluded 

or the potential for negative impact no longer exists.); 

 

______  Matters involving the employment, appointment, termination of employment, terms and 

conditions of employment, evaluation of the performance, promotion or disciplining of any 

specific prospective or current public officer or employee of the public body, where all 

individual employees or appointees whose rights could be adversely affected have not requested 

in writing that the matter (s) be discussed at a public meeting;  (The employee (s) and/or general 

nature of discussion is regarding employment matters); The public disclosure of such 

information will be withheld until such time as the matter is concluded or the threat to privacy no 

longer exists.; 

 

_____ Deliberation occurring after a public hearing that may result in the imposition of a specific 

civil penalty or loss of a license or permit; 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Township Committee hereby declare that 

their discussion of the subject (s) identified above may be made public at a time when the 

Township Attorney advises them that the disclosure of the discussion will not detrimentally 

affect any right, interest or duty of the Township or any other entity with respect to said 

discussion.  That time is currently estimated to be:  _________________________; 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Township Committee, for the reasons set 

forth above, hereby declare that the public is excluded from the portion of the meeting during 

which the above discussion shall take place. 
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Motion made by Orcutt, second by Sikkes and approved to come out of Executive Session 

at 7:10 pm 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS– up to 5 speakers, 3 minutes each 

 

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST: 

Animal Control Officer (ACO) 

Blairstown Ambulance Corp 

Blairstown Fire Department (Hose Co. No. 1) 

Chief Financial Officer 

Department of Public Works 

Police Department 

Tax Collector  

Township Clerk 

Vacant and Abandoned Properties  

Mayor Morehead read calls that the ACO, Blairstown Ambulance and Blairstown Fire 

Department made for the month of August.  

Motion made by Waldron, second by Sikkes and carried to approve Department reports 

for the Month of August.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

2021-101 -Redemption of Certification of Sale No. 2020-003 Held by the Township of 

Blairstown 

WHEREAS, the Township of Blairstown purchased Certificate of Sale for unpaid Municipal 

Liens on October 20, 2020 for: 

 

Block 1207, Lot 4   

 Certificate Number 2020-003 

 Assessed to:  Montana Treasurers & Realty, LLC 

                       6 Carhart Street      

 

WHEREAS, said Certificate has been duly paid and satisfied:                  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Committee of Blairstown Township 

that the County Recording Officer is hereby directed to cancel the same of record and the Mayor 

of the Township of Blairstown is authorized to execute the authorization for cancellation of 

record by the municipality.  

 

2021-102-Resolution to Cancel Lien on Property 

 

WHEREAS, the Department of Veterans Affairs has determined the Michael Carbonaro, owner 

of property at Block 1402, Lot 40.08, 12 Cedar Glen Drive, is totally disabled, and the Tax 

Assessor granted this exemption effective October 1, 2021, and that Mr. Carbonaro is to be 

exempt from that day forward in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:4-30:30 et seq.  

 

 

WHEREAS, 4th quarter 2021 taxes remain outstanding in the amount of $4,555.35, 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Committee of Blairstown Township 

that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to cancel property taxes in the amount of $4,555.35. 

  

2021-103- Appointment of Deputy Emergency Coordinator  

 

WHEREAS, the position of Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator must be filled at all 

times; and 

 

WHEREAS, Calvin Inscho has been filling the position of Emergency Management Coordinator 

and his term expired on September 30, 2021; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Blairstown Township Committee understands the importance of this position 

and wishes to ensure that a qualified individual continues to occupy this position. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Committee of Blairstown 

Township, that Calvin Inscho is hereby reappointed as Deputy Emergency Management 

Coordinator for a term beginning on October 1, 2021 and expiring September 30, 2024 and said 

appointment will receive the salary as adopted by annual resolution of the Blairstown Township 

Committee. There are no other benefits associated with this appointment. 

 

2021-104-Appointment of Additional Deputy Emergency Management Coordinators 

 

WHEREAS, the position of Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator must be filled at all 

times; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Emergency Management Coordinator may appoint as many Deputy Emergency 

Management Coordinators as needed, and 

 

WHEREAS, it is important to have experienced, accessible people in this position; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Committee of Blairstown 

Township, that Robert W. Mohr, Michael D. Cestari, Brian Walsh and Scott Johnsen are hereby 

reappointed as Deputy Emergency Management Coordinators for a term beginning on October 1, 

2021 and expiring September 30, 2024. There is no salary or other benefits associated with this 

appointment. 

 

2021-105-Township Certification of the Annual Audit Report 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to have made an 

annual audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2020 has been filed by a Registered 

Municipal Accountant (RMA) with the Township Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, and a 

copy has been received by each member of the Township Committee; and 

 

WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey to 

prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs; and 
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WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, a regulation requiring 

that the governing body of each municipality shall, by resolution, certify to the Local Finance 

Board of the State of New Jersey that all members of  the governing body have reviewed, at a 

minimum, the sections of the annual audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations”; and 

 

WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed, at a minimum, the 

Annual Report of Audit, and specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled “Comments 

and Recommendations”, as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body 

attached hereto; and 

 

WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the Governing Body no later 

than forty five days after the receipt of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and 

 

WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and familiarized themselves, 

with, at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, 

as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local Finance Board; 

and 

WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of a local governing body who, after a date 

fixed for compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of Local 

Government Services), under the provisions of this Article, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, 

upon conviction, may be fined at not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) or imprisoned for 

not more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his office.   

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of 

Blairstown, hereby states that it has complied with N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a 

certified copy of this resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show evidence of said 

compliance.   

 

2021-106-Corrective Action Plan for the 2020 Audit 

 

WHEREAS, Local Finance Board  requires that a Corrective Action Plan for the 2020 Audit be 

completed by the Chief Financial Officer and approved by the governing body; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has completed and submitted same Corrective Action 

Plan to the Governing Body for its review.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Township Committee of the 

Township of Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, that the Corrective Action Plan 

as prepared by the Chief Financial Officer is hereby approved. 

 

2021-107- Approving Vouchers and Claims 

 

WHEREAS, all claims as reviewed and listed on the attached bill list are approved as reasonable 

and proper claims against the Township of Blairstown to be paid from its current fund; and 

 

WHEREAS, the CFO has certified that funds are available to pay such claims. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that the bills on the attached bill list are 

authorized to be paid. 

 

Motion made Waldron second by Sikkes and approved by roll Orcutt—yes, Sikkes—yes, 

Van Valkenburg—yes, Waldron—yes Moorhead—yes to approve September 22, 2021 

Consent Agenda.  

 

 

 

Helen A. Hall Remembrance Day of Sunday, September 26th 

 

Christine Beegle, Chairperson of the Blairstown Historic Preservation Committee explained that 

Helen A. Hall was co-founder of the Blairstown Historic Preservation in 2001.  Ms. Beegle also 

provided the residents a life history of Helen A. Hall and read the proclamation that was 

approved a few years ago to make September 26th the Helen A. Hall Remembrance Day.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Fire Truck 

Chief Slater provided cost of used pumper truck which was requested by the committee at a prior 

meeting.   Motion made by Sikkes, second by Waldron and approved by roll call vote: 

Orcutt—yes, Sikkes—yes, Van Valkenburg—yes, Waldron—yes Moorhead –yes for a 

letter of intent to be sent for a new pumper truck not to exceed $590,000. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Basketball Court at Sycamore Park 

Motion made by Van Valkenburg, second by Orcutt and approved by roll call vote Orcutt—yes, 

Sikkes-yes, Van Valkenburg—yes, Waldron—yes, Moorhead—yes to move forward with 

basketball courts at Sycamore Park.  Committeeman Orcutt stated  that projected cost to be 

approximately  $15,000 - $20,0000.  

 

Snow Removal of Private Roads 

Discussion took place regarding the cost to the township of snow removal of private roads. 

Committeeman Orcutt explained that it is hard to budget for private roads when the cost varies 

from year to year.  No action was taken.  

 

Use of Meeting Room  

Discussion took place regarding the use of the meeting room by Blairstown organizations.  

Township Attorney Sullivan suggested that a policy would need to be approved in order to use 

the meeting room.   

 

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Moorhead and carried to approve to have 

Committeeman Orcutt revise the policy for the usage of the township meeting room by 

Blairstown organizations. 

 

Updating Facility Use Application 

Tabled to a further meeting.  
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Township Meeting Format 

Committeeman Orcutt discussed having two regular meetings instead of having a workshop 

meeting and a regular meeting.  

 

Mayor Moorhead asked Attorney Sullivan if there could be a change in the township format 

regarding public comment. Attorney Sullivan explained an additional public comment can be 

added if the committee agreed. Changes will be applied in the beginning of the year at the 

reorganization meeting.  

 

Acceptance of the Resignation of Crossing Guard 

Motion made by Van Valkenburg, second by Waldron and carried to accept the resignation of 

crossing guard Arlene Hendershot.  

 

Halloween Parade & Costume Contest 

Halloween parade & Costume contest will be held on Sunday October 31st.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

No Correspondence  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 3 minutes 

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Waldron and carried to open public comment.  

 

Attorney Sullivan explained to the residents that the Township Committee will not be 

commenting on any matter regarding 50 Mt. Vernon Road. for this is being handled by the NJEP 

 

Mike Suk- 5 Ax Handle Trail read a letter that he prepared regarding the dumping of 

contaminated soil at 50 Mt. Vernon Rd.  Mr. Suk letter expressed his concerns of the 

contaminated soil entering the wells of the neighbors of 50 Mt. Vernon.  

 

George Bolcato 6 Artist View Lane commented on the private roads and the need for emergency 

service to get to resident houses. Mr. Bolcato asked if the township could go out for bid to have 

all the private roads plowed and the associations of these roads would pay for their cost. This 

may lower the cost to the township.    

 

Rosalie Murray- Heller Hill Rd.  commented that 7 pm start for meetings is hard for residents to 

get to. Mrs. Murray felt that meetings should also be held via zoom for outside participation.   

Mrs. Murray stated that public comment should be opened before each action is made.  

 

Dominick Moreo 17 Deer Run Road- commented on the private roads being plowed and that he 

pays the same taxes as everyone else and feels the township should do a better planning with the 

budget so private roads can be covered.  

 

Sylvia Zeeka -73 Four Corners Road read a statement that she prepared regarding the new 

underground cable that is being installed in the utility right-of-way of Four Corners Road by 

Optimum/Altice.  
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Christine Dunbar from the Paulins Kill Watershed introduced herself to the committee and 

presented the committee with a flyer to clean the watershed along the Paulins Kill.  

 

FROM THE TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY 

Dawn Sullivan stated that the supreme Court had a new ruling regarding OPRA and dog 

ownership and a person can fill out an OPRA request to obtain information regarding a resident 

dog ownership.  Other information will be redacted. 

Ms. Sullivan also worked with Chief Slater regarding the Frelinghuysen Fire contract.  

 

FROM THE TOWNSHIP CLERK 

Clerk Shipps stated that clean up vouchers are available now.  The Mail-in- Ballot box is open 

forr everyone who wished to drop their mail in ballot off. There will be a free shredding event on 

Thursday October 7th from 1 pm – 4pm. Clerk Shipps also stated that the mosquito e spraying is 

not being done by the township.  Warren County is doing the spraying and the township is 

keeping the residents informed of where the spraying will occur by posting on the website and 

township Facebook page.  

 

FROM THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

 

Committee Member Orcutt  

   

Open Space  

Committeeman Orcutt stated that the Open Space Lambert Rd. project is still moving forward.  

 

Roads/ Buildings & Grounds (Primary) 

Committeeman Orcutt commented on projects that the DPW department did in the past month 

which included replacing the concession stand roof at Walnut Valley, aggressive road side 

mowing and debris that was on Lambert Rd. has been removed.  

 

COMMITTEE MEMBER SIKKES                 

 Public Safety-Fire (Primary) 

Committeeman Sikkes commended the Fire Department for all their hard work.  

 Public Safety- Deputy Police Commissioner 

Committeeman Sikkes stated that the police department is getting closer to hiring  a new police 

officer.   

  

COMMITTEE MEMBER VAN VALKENBURG     

Committeewoman Van Valkenburg was on a zoom call with Natures Conservancy Beth Styler 

Barry regarding grant money for the removal of Paulina Dam which should be started by next 

spring.  

Committeewoman Van Valkenburg stated that the Walnut Valley project is not completed and 

there is one more sampling that needs to be done by the first of November.  

There has been no update on the water company. Mayor Moorhead stated that they are reaching 

out to another company to get another estimate.  

Committeewomen Van Valkenburg came up with 10 properties that are on the township books 

that can be auctioned off or offered to neighbors of the properties. Committee agreed to proceed 

and more information will be provided at the next meeting.  
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Deputy Mayor WALDRON          

Deputy Mayor Waldron spoke with JCP&L regarding the storm coverage some of the calls were 

not logged in for the last power outage and the representatives are aware.  Deputy Mayor 

Waldron stated that tree trimming is the responsibility of the residents. 

 

Deputy Mayor Waldon stated that all residents should get their water tested.  

   

Mayor MOORHEAD        

              Animal Control  

Mayor Moorhead stated that there is a need to house stray dogs in the winter months over the 

weekend.  Suggestion to have them go to the DPW building or Firehouse was mentioned but 

there was a concern of insurance.  Clerk Shipps agreed to reach out to the Risk Management 

Consultant to see if there is an insurance issue. 

 

 

 

Historic Preservation Committee       

Mayor Moorhead thanked Christine Beegle for spearheading the removal on getting rid of a 

broken copier to be recycled at Warren County Recycling Center.   

Water 

Mayor Moorhead stated that he is still waiting for decent weather to get drone footage of the 

water tower.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 3 minutes 

 No public comment at this time 

  

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made by Waldron, second by Sikkes and carried to adjourn tonight’s meeting at 9:23 pm.  

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Kristin Shipps  


